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SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 People: Amen.              (please be seated) 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” (LSB 390) 
 

Let us all with gladsome voice  Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,  His own Son hath given. 
 

To this vale of tears He comes,  Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in gladness. 
 

We are rich, for He was poor;  Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore  Here on earth and yonder. 
 

Christ, our Lord and Savior dear,  Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year.  Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

 

 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

LSB HymnLicense.NET,#100010583.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright @ 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Above used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
New Year’s Eve – 6:30 pm Service 

 

December 31, 2022- 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Although New Year’s Eve is more holiday than holy day, the people of God come 
together not simply to remember the passage of time but to commend their days to 
the Lord. Our time is lived in God’s hands. The world acknowledges the passage 
of a year, but the Church sees us another year closer to the Lord’s return to finish 
all things. We live out our days not as the fearful who do not know what is ahead 
but as the confident who pray for God to finish the days here and begin eternity. 
Faith to anticipate and greet our eternal future is faith strong enough to meet 
whatever changes this world holds. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

HYMN: “Across the Sky the Shades of Night” (LSB 899)       
 

 Across the sky the shades of night  This New Year’s Eve are fleeting. 
 We deck Your altar, Lord, with light,  In solemn worship meeting; 
 And as the year’s last hours go by,  We raise to You our earnest cry, 
 Once more Your love entreating.  
 

 Before the cross subdued we bow,  To You our prayer addressing, 
 Recounting all Your mercies now,  And all our sins confessing; 
 Beseeching You this coming year  To keep us in Your faith and fear 
 And crown us with Your blessing. 
 

 We gather up in this brief hour   The mem’ry of Your mercies: 
 Your wondrous goodness, love, and pow’r Our grateful song rehearses; 
 For You have been our strength and stay In many a dark and dreary day 
 Of sorrow and reverses. 
 

 We now remember, as we pray,   Our dear ones in Your caring 
 Who brightly shine in endless day,  Past death and all despairing. 
 At our life’s end, Lord, as Your own,  Bring us with them around Your throne, 
 The joys of heaven sharing.   
 



  
 

 Then, gracious God, in years to come,  We pray Your hand may guide us, 
 And, onward through our journey home, Your mercy walk beside us 
 Until at last our ransomed life   Is safe from peril, toil, and strife 
 When heav’n itself shall hide us. 

 

INVOCATION        (please stand) 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

Pastor: Merciful Father, we have squandered and abused Your gift of time. We have 
used Your gift for evil, failed to live as a people set apart, and demonstrated 
more fear than trust to those around us. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God has had mercy upon you and has given His only Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. May He 
who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: Amen. 

 
 

  
 

and heed Your Word, protect life from its natural beginning to its natural 
end, and defend us against all our enemies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: As You have given us so many and great blessings, O Lord, give us also a 
grateful heart to receive Your goodness and use Your gifts wisely. Accept 
from our mouths the song of praise and from our hands the tithes and 
offerings of a grateful heart. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: From Your grace comes the bread that nourishes our bodies and the Bread 
of Life that feeds us eternal life. Help us, through repentance and faith, to 
receive Christ’s flesh and blood so that this Communion may nurture us 
body and soul to everlasting life by the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You are the hope of the troubled, the rest of the dying, and the healer of the 
sick, O God of grace. Hear us now for those afflicted in body or spirit, that 
they be sustained through the day of trouble and granted comfort, patience, 
and perfect healing through Christ, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, Your mercies are new every morning, and Your Word is our lamp 
and our light. Help us so to walk in Your ways that in time of persecution 
and threat we be steadfast in faith. Guide us, Father, through the 
uncertainties and anxieties we meet, with the confidence that if we are 
Yours, we have nothing to fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 



  
 

MESSAGE: “Conquering the New Year”                    Romans 8:31-29 
 

OFFERING         
[If you are a visitor this evening, you are our guest.  Please do not feel obligated to 
give as the offering plate is passed.  The offering is an opportunity for members to 
practice faithful stewardship and to support the ministries of Christ’s church. Also, a 
red booklet, the Friendship Register, will be passed down each row.  Please record 
your presence with us today.] 
 

OFFERING SONG:          
 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own” (LSB 781 vv. 1-2) 
(Please sing as the offering is presented at the Altar) 

 

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.  
 

May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH       (please stand) 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

Silence for prayer and meditation. 
Pastor: O Lord, You created all things and filled all time and space with Your mercy 

and grace. Give to us now the faith to acknowledge that our times lie in 
Your hands that we live without fear the days You give us. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: All that exists is sustained by Your power, O Lord. Give us wisdom that we 
number our days and apply our hearts in wisdom to the things that matter. 
Give to Your Church faithful pastors who will preach Your Word without 
compromise and call the unbelieving to faith and comfort the believing, that 
in all things Christ be glorified and we be saved. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You rule all things, O Lord, and those to whom You have entrusted 
governance are accountable to You. Give to us wise leaders who will hear 

  
 

INTROIT 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Oh 
sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

People: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 

Pastor: The LORD has made known his salvation; 
People: He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

Pastor: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

People: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the 

year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to 
come. In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may 
always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.                        (please be seated) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 30:8-17 
(Return to Me, and you shall be saved; trust shall be your strength.) 

 

8 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. 9 For they are a rebellious 
people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; 10 
who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us 
what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 11 leave the way, turn 
aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 12 Therefore 
thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise this word and trust in 



  
 

oppression and perverseness and rely on them, therefore this iniquity shall be to 
you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out and about to collapse, whose breaking 
comes suddenly, in an instant; 14 and its breaking is like that of a potter's vessel 
that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its fragments not a shard is found with 
which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 15 For thus 
said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16 and 
you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We 
will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17 A thousand 
shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like 
a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 8:31(b) – 39 
(Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.) 

 

31 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died - more than that, who was 
raised - who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 12:35-40       (please stand) 
(Stay dressed and ready for action.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory be to You, O Lord. 

  
 

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who 
are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those 
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 
them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 
blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED        
All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.      (please be seated) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (LSB 575) 
 

My hope is built on nothing less  Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim  But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 
 

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 
  All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale  My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 
 

His oath, His covenant and blood  Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 


