
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Advent Service - December 21, 2022 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

“All is calm, all is bright.” Is it really? We sing those words from the hymn “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” every Christmas Eve. Yet the world in which we live is in so 
many ways neither calm nor bright. War, violence, shootings, unending anxiety: 
these are anything but calm and bright. Yet we sing. Why? Because the calmness 
and brightness of which we sing on Christmas Eve comes not from politics or laws 
or humanity’s ability to overcome obstacles; it comes from God. “Glory to God in 
the highest,” sings the multitude of angels to the shepherds, “and on earth peace 
among those with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2:14). In Christ, we are given peace 
beyond human understanding, peace flowing from God to us, peace that comes 
from God’s self-sacrificing love. So filled with hope, we join the angel chorus and 
sing of the peace found only in Jesus. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

 SERVICE OF LIGHT  
(please stand) 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
 
People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
Pastor: By the Holy Spirit we cry out with the whole Church, 
 
People: “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
 
Pastor: All who wait for Jesus to return pray, 
 
People: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 
HYMN:   “Silent Night, Holy Night” (LSB 363) 
 

Silent night, holy night!   All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,   Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!   Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night!   Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,   Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Mighty God, You sent a multitude of angels to announce the birth 

of our Savior, Jesus. Fill our voices with this Good News of great joy, that we 
may join the angels in speaking peace and hope in Jesus to a hurting world; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
People: Amen.                         (please be seated) 
 

 READINGS  
 
READING:  Isaiah 9:2-7  (A great light for the people walking in darkness.) 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they 
are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for 
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 

 
READING:  Luke 2:22-40   (The fulfillment of the promised Messiah.) 
 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in 
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to 
the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 
Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you 
are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes 
have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.”  36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven 
years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-
four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night 
and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and 
to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And 
when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
 
People: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

 

HYMN: “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming” (LSB 359) 
 
 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming  From tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse’s lineage coming  As prophets long have sung, 
 It came, a flow’ret bright,  Amid the cold of winter, 
 When half-spent was the night.  
 
 Isaiah ’twas foretold it,  The rose I have in mind; 
 With Mary we behold it,  The virgin mother kind. 
 To show God’s love aright,  She bore to us a Savior, 
 When half-spent was the night. 
 
 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, 
 Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere. 
 True man, yet very God,  From sin and death He saves us 
 And lightens ev’ry load. 
 
 O Savior, child of Mary,  Who felt our human woe; 
 O Savior, King of glory,  Who dost our weakness know: 
 Bring us at length we pray  To the bright courts of heaven, 
 And to the endless day. 
 
MESSAGE: “Our Lord’s Authority over Death”   Mark 5:21-43 
 
OFFERING 

[If you are a visitor this evening, you are our guest.  Please do not feel obligated to 
give as the offering plate is passed.  The offering is an opportunity for members to 
practice faithful stewardship and to support the ministries of Christ’s church. Also, a 
red booklet, the Friendship Register, will be passed down each row.  Please record 
your presence with us today.] 
 

OFFERING SONG: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (LSB 781 vv. 1-2)  
(Please sing as the offering is presented at the Altar) 
 

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.  
 
May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first fruits give! 



 

 
PRAYERS         (please stand) 

 
Pastor: Let us pray, As we wait for You, O Lord, we pray for peace among 

nations, peace across the factions in our nation, peace in our 
households, and peace that surpasses human understanding in our 
hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Guide us to hear the voice of God in His Word when we struggle 

to believe, as did Zechariah. Lift us up by the hope that comes only 
in Christ and overcome our doubts. Humble us before You, that 
we may gratefully receive whatever You provide. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Fill Your whole Church with anticipation for that day when Christ 

will return and guide us to springs of living water and wipe away 
every tear from our eyes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Thank You, Lord, for the blessings of this day now almost past. 

Forgive both what we have neglected to do and what we have done 
wrong. Hold our loved ones close to Your heart. Bless the work 
that we do as we use the talents and gifts You entrust to us. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Heal the sick. Bless the dying. Uphold caregivers. Fill those who 

mourn with abundant hope through Christ’s death and 
resurrection. Let all who suffer experience Your compassionate 
presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 

 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Accompany those who travel and those who work through the 

night to serve our community. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord for the faithful who have gone before 

us and are with Christ. And let us rejoice in the fellowship of all 
the saints, entrusting ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS 
 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 
 
People: Amen.                    
 
 
         (please be seated) 



 

 
HYMN:   “Away in a Manger” (LSB 364)    
 
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
 I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Pastor: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
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