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Manage Your Blessings by Pastor Richard Lofgren
For decades many people have been encouraged to reflect on the good things in life by the popular song,

“Count Your Blessings (Instead of Sheep)” We would be wise to follow such encouragement today as well,

even as we live through economic challenges the likes of which few have experienced. As the song says,

“When my bankroll is getting small I think of when I had none at all And I fall asleep counting my

blessings.”

The Bible teaches that everything we have in this life, all we have received, is a blessing from our gracious

God, the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God gives good gifts to everyone - both the

good and the evil (Mt 5:45) - and the Bible encourages us not only to count our blessings, but also to give

thanks to God for them (Ps 118:1). Primary among our blessings are our parents, our employers, and other

authorities.  We are to give thanks to God for them as well, for it is through them, as through means, that

He blesses us.

God not only wants us to count our blessings and give thanks for them, but also to manage them

according to His will. We are to be good managers (stewards) of the blessings God has given to us, and

that includes not only taking care of ourselves and our families, but also His mission - telling others about

Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. God has chosen the Church - you, me, and all believers - as the

means through which He desires to accomplish His mission by blessing the world with eternal salvation in

Jesus’ name. As followers of Jesus, disciples of Christ, God wants us to be good stewards of the blessings

He has given us (2 Cor 9:6-13).

We are beginning a four-week series of sermons during October entitled “Stewards Living with Purpose.”

The sermons will focus on the way we can serve God as His stewards (managers) in our daily lives in

various ways: By giving Him the glory in all we do, by serving as witnesses of His salvation to others, by

serving others in Jesus’ name, and by giving Him a generous proportion of our resources to increase His

kingdom of grace in Jesus Christ. The fifth Sunday of October, our observance of Reformation Day, is

Commitment Sunday when we will receive our pledges for 2023. While I realize that many of you may find

it difficult to increase or even make a pledge of financial support for Messiah Lutheran Church and

Preschool this year, I encourage you to look to the hills from whence comes your help (Ps 121:1)—in

particular, to Mount Calvary and the cross on which Jesus Christ died for your salvation—and remember:

God still reigns (Is 52:7). Trust in the Lord (Ps 37); He promises to provide you and your family with every

blessing you need to support this body and life. 

 See you in church!          Your co-worker in Christ, Pastor Richard Lofgren 



Renovation Update | There have been some minor updates to the contract with Joeris, but it’s now

finalized and the start date is September 26. 

Power Line Easement | The property to Messiah’s west is being developed, and the developer is

moving their power lines underground. One of our power poles is currently on their property and will

need to be moved. Valcor, the developer, will pay all costs related to the move, but Messiah needs to

sign an agreement granting an easement to CPS. Motion granted to grant a utility easement (approx.

14’) on the west side of the property near the preschool.

Finances | Anthony presented year-to-date (YTD) financials. Offerings are $42,000 below budget.

Expenses are $68,000 better than plan, but YTD the general fund still has a $40,000 deficit. YTD plan

included a $67,000 deficit, so this is a slight improvement over plan. Complete details are available

in Anthony’s financial reports. 

2023 Budget | Anthony presented an updated budget proposal. After some discussion, the board

proposed a decrease in the planned offering revenue and reduced the Repairs & Maintenance

budget to offset the decreased revenue. If it passes with the proposed changes, this will be our first

non-deficit budget since 2019.

Nominations for Board and Lay Ministry Council | Two board members (Pam Fields and Tony

Giardinelli) have reached their term limits and will be rotating off the board. In addition, several lay

ministers have filled their 2-year terms and will need replacements if the incumbents do not sign on

for another term. We need nominees for Property, Discipleship/Stewardship, Adult Fellowship, Youth,

and Adult Education committees. Tony will put together a nominating committee. 

The next meeting of the Board will be on October 13 to finalize the 2023 budget and prepare for the

Congregational Town Hall meeting (October 23) and Voters’ Meeting (November 6).

The Messiah board of directors met on September 12. Topics:

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

NOTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Sharon Loren

If you are asked to consider serving in an elective office at Messiah,

please prayerfully consider serving our Lord and our church. Two board

members (Pam Fields and Tony Giardinelli) have reached their term

limits and will be rotating off the board. In addition, several lay ministers

have filled their 2-year terms and will need replacements if the

incumbents do not sign on for another term. We need nominees for

Property, Discipleship/Stewardship, Adult Fellowship, Youth, and Adult

Education committees. 

Board of Directors & Lay Ministry Positions



From the Board of Elders
      The board of elders met Tuesday, September 6th, for their regular monthly meeting, which was the first

elder’s meeting with Pastor Lofgren in attendance. We discussed a number of issues including the move

out of the sanctuary and back to the FLC and the upcoming season of Advent that will be upon us in no

time (I hate to be the bearer of bad news that Christmas is just around the corner). The most important

thing that we discussed, however, was the process that will soon begin to help Messiah identify its

strengths, weaknesses and future direction. Pastor Lofgren touched on this process in his first “bible class”

when he introduced himself to those in attendance.

The process is based on the creation of a "learning team" that will initially be comprised of three specific

groups that will each be tasked with gathering information on where Messiah stands in the following areas: 

     (1) Community Partnerships and community involvement. Messiah currently has working

relationships with the Hill Country Pregnancy Center and the Hill Country Daily Bread Ministries, along with

sponsoring a cub scout pack and probably others of which I am not aware.This group will determine how

well we are doing in support of those ministries and what other ministries are in the Boerne community

that warrant our involvement and could have an impact in spreading God’s word. 

      (2) Culture. What is the culture and demographics of the Boerne community? How do the

demographics of Messiah compare to the community at large and how do we leverage our similarities and

alter our differences in order to draw more people to the church? (I’m talking ethnic, age, language, etc.

not doctrinal issues). 

           (3) Leadership structure. The last group will look at how the leadership of the church is set up and

determine whether changes are warranted. We currently have a two-board system with Lay Ministers

addressing the ministries of the church and a Board of Directors that oversees the business dealings of the

church. There was a committee that put in many hours in updating the existing constitution, which has

been in place since 2011, but it was never finalized between the church and the district, so we are still

operating under the 2011 constitution. It may be as simple as completing the affirmation of that new

constitution with district, or the group may determine that the Constitution and By-Laws should be

modified further in order to be more useful to the church as it exist today. 

        Once these three groups have been formed and completed their tasks, they will all three be combined

into a single group that will take the information gathered and use that to help formulate a vision for

Messiah’s future. Once a clear vision is realized and agreed upon by the congregation, the final step will be

to confirm Messiah’s Mission by putting the vision into practice, which will include the calling of a Settled

Pastor to lead us in that process. 

       I would encourage you to let either Pastor or your elder know if you have an interest in any of the first

three task groups of Community/Partnerships, Culture/History or Leadership structure/Constitution. It

would be nice to have these groups created and ready to begin work by the end of October. 

     Please remember what was discussed during the call process. Pastor Lofgren is not here to solve our

issue.  He is here to help identify our issues so that WE can address them. We have to do the work; it can’t

be done for us. 

Your brother in Christ, Mike Lang 



DISCIPLESHIP / STEWARDSHIP Invitation and Challenge

“When you begin to pray, your life can take on all kinds of perils and problems that you never

had before. Think about it  . . .  Peter, James John, and Andrew were comfortable, middle-class

businessmen, settled and respected in their community, until their dialog with Jesus began  . . . 

 they responded to the invitation, “Follow me,”  . . .  and carried out the great commission to “go

and make disciples of all nations” in the face of unimaginable adversity and persecution  . . .  As

we talk to God and hear Him speak to us, life may never be the same.” 

Taken from A Call for Living Holy, by Bruce Larson.

Today I pray each of us would consider our situations in Life, then reflect and respond to the Invitation

and Challenge of the great commission given to us by Jesus himself. How are we using the gifts God

shared with us; Time, Talent, Treasure and Testimony? All have been given gifts for use in benefiting

others and for spreading the good news each in their own way. 

"Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the

same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good."

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

How will we respond to the Invitation and Challenge of using our gifts? The Discipleship Team will be

distributing Pledge and Gifts Use surveys very soon as the Church makes plans for the coming year.

God’s Peace to all - David Wendeborn, Discipleship team

The phase one of the refurbishment project

is underway.  Please note the church offices

are now temporarily housed in the Family

Life Center meeting room on the right and

Pastor Lofgren has an office in the

preschool assistant administrator office. 

Phase One - Refurbishment projections are

for completion of the following: Entry,

Narthex, Kitchen and Restrooms done in

December. We pray that the schedule

holds.  

Phase Two -  is scheduled to begin after

the first of the year with installation of the

new sanctuary windows and completion of

the project by Mid-March.

 REFURBISHMENT UPDATE
Special Note – Regarding the existing

stained glass “Growing Up – Growing

Out” cross in the sanctuary. The saving

of this cross for repurposing was not

included in the original plan.  The

Refurbishment Team and the Board of 

Directors are exploring the potential cost of saving the

cross “intact”.  If there is anyone interested in

repurposing the Cross – please contact the Church

Office. There is a strong possibility that the mere act of

removing the cross will cause failure / breakage of the

leaded glass and creating a safety risk. There has been

discussion of the possibility of small “memorial” pieces

being save for those interested in having a memento. 



ADULT EDUCATION Dennis Parker

We start October, the final month in our three-year reading, completing the short

letters of 1,2 and 3 John. Fellowship in the church, loving one another and a

warning about false teachers are dominant themes of John’s Letters. John guides

the Church away from dangerous false doctrines so that she may walk in the

light. 

On October 6 we begin our study of Revelation. The primary subject of John’s

revelation is Jesus, and the primary object of the revelation is Jesus’ return to

earth as the King of kings. Jesus shares a vision with John about His victorious

return to earth to judge sin, reward his people, and establish his kingdom on

earth forever. Until he returns and makes all things right again, we live for him by

faith, though we may face hardships and hurts. Revelation, then, is written

primarily to encourage believers to be faithful to Christ as they endure all

hardships by faith.

Revelation was written to churches in Asia Minor, probably near the end of the

first century (AD 95–96) at a time when believers were a persecuted and

oppressed minority. It is addressed to Christians living in Ephesus, Smyrna,

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea - cities in what is modern

Turkey. John’s revelation arrived when the churches of Asia Minor needed

encouragement to remain faithful to Christ and endure hardships both present

and future as they swam against the current of the surrounding culture. 

Pastor Lofgren is teaching through the book “Begin – a journey through Scriptures for seekers”.

Pastor explained the crisis in world views we face in these modern times. Most people no longer grow

up with the Bible nor learn anything about it in school. Introducing them to the Christian world view is

a challenge, let alone leading them to be believers in Jesus. Christ. This is a study that focuses on the

basic Bible lessons we should use for our outreach, our missions’ programs, our evangelism to

neighbors, and our discipleship of new believers. 

We start in the beginning, that is, with Genesis 1-11, review the ten commandments in Exodus, then

read the Gospel of John and the Letter to Romans from Paul. We conclude with two chapters from

Revelation. Look ahead to page 200, “What does It mean to Be Saved”, then jump to page 210, to the

evangelistic and apologetics section, “Ten Basics to Boldly Proclaim a Biblical Worldview”. 

Come join us as we get into Genesis Chapter 3 October 2, the Fall of Man and Original Sin.

Read through the Bible in Three Years

Pastor's Class at 9:15 Sunday Mornings



MESSIAH SMALL GROUPS Dennis Parker

The Messiah Ladies Time Out led by Lindy Eschenko continues with their monthly outings. Watch for

her signup sheets or text her at 979-299-7760.

A Note from Lindy:  Messiah Ladies Advent “Tea”and Breakfast Out at Little Gretel Thursday

December 8th from 9am to 11am   We really enjoyed a very pleasant morning for weather and

friends and awesome breakfasts this morning (Sep. 14th) and thought since we have Bible Study

starting up next Friday morning for 9 weeks and a few of us usually go for lunch after and anyone can

always join us and the holidays with some special events coming up that we would meet early in

December for our Advent Ladies Tea Our like we have been doing but you can of course order what

you want hassle free! It will be a Christmastime outing for Breakfast hopefully before everyone

begins their travels and having company!! So mark your calendars and we hope you can join us!! We

know it’s a busy time so hopefully this is an easy “time out”for all of you to come join us!! Blessings

Always!! 

Friday Women’s Bible Study led by Kathlin Juaurgui is doing a nine-week study on 1 and 2 Kings

based on a book by Lysa Tereurist entitled “Trustworthy”. They meet each Friday at 10 AM in the Family

Life Center Adult Fellowship Room.

Family Bible Study is hosted monthly by Mario and Eva Betancourts at their home in north Boerne.

They are studying “Cold Case Christianity” by J. Warner Wallace. Watch for their October meeting date.

A Reformation Bible Study will begin Sunday October 9 for five weeks led by Dennis Parker at

Messiah on Sunday afternoons at 1:30 PM in the FLC Adult Fellowship Room. The first session will

introduce the Reformation with a 30-minute video by R.C. Sproul on the “Insanity of Martin Luther”!

We are seeking more home neighborhood studies or other small group activities, particularly in the

Fair Oaks area. If you are interested contact Dennis Parker - drparker46@gmail.com.

Now that we have moved . . . 
Pastor Lofgren, David Rhoads and Maurine Maloy 

are now located in the Family Life Center with Messiah's Kids!
 

Pastor's office is located in the classroom area of the Preschool - the original Assistant Director's

Office.  The Fellowship Room has been partitioned off to make two areas available to the church.  

David and Maurine are on the right side - the left side is set up for a Bible Study area.  

We want you to know that you are welcome to come visit us . . . however . . . for security purposes

the outside doors are kept locked during school hours.  If you want to come visit - please call the

Office (830) 755-4300 and let us know that you are on site and we will come and open the door

for you.



MESSIAH HAPPENINGS

Crysta Dunda of Operation Christmas Child will be

speaking about her experience in Namibia to

distribute shoeboxes. Messiah Lutheran Church will

be partnering with the preschool to meet our goal

of 100 shoeboxes to go to children around the world

and provide an opportunity for them to hear about

Jesus. Childcare will be provided for the young

children. 

Please click on link below to let us know what you

will bring. mealtrain.com/yn0k8e

SUNDAY SCHOOL & KID'S CHURCH 

It is time to kick off another great year of Sunday School and Children’s Church, but we can’t do it

without your help. Please consider signing up to teach a class or two so that we can continue to grow

our youth programs. All materials and lesson plans will be provided at least a week in advance. 

Thank you for helping us make this year a success! 

Karen Landinger-Brosien 210-268-8818

          Children’s Church Sign Up - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BA4A929A6F49-childrens

          Sunday School Sign Up - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BA4A929A6F49-sunday

FALL FEST 2022

We are hoping to have great

participation and make this an

extra fun event for our Messiah

Preschoolers!

Messiah Lutheran Church will be

hosting a potluck to kick-off

Operation Christmas Child on

October 16th right after church

in the gym. 

SUNDAY - OCTOBER 30th

Please sign-up to decorate your vehicle and

give out candy for this year's Trunk or Treat

taking place on Sunday, October 30th from

4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Thanks! 

Kathy Giardinelli

Email: kagiardinelli@gmail.com 

lutheran witness subscription

It is time to renew our subscriptions to Lutheran Witness. Messiah covers the

cost of this subscription for our members. If you are now receiving the Lutheran

Witness and no long care to do so, please let the office know so we can cancel

that subscription.If you do NOT receive the Lutheran Witness and would like to

please let the office know so that we can add your address to the list. Deadline

is October 21st.



Dear Messiah Family,

This month starts our annual Operation Christmas Child season starting on October 16th and going to

November 20th. We will be having a potluck on October 16th with Crysta Dunda who will be speaking

about her time in Namibia at a shoebox distribution.The church will be filling 60 shoeboxes and the

preschool 40 shoeboxes for a combined total of 100 shoeboxes. Please invite your family and friends and

the preschoolers and their parents are welcome to come.

I wanted to share in this newsletter the significance of one shoebox and how it impacted a child who

lived in Rwanda and got a shoebox. He was an orphan, who's mother and father died from Aids when he

was young. After he lived with his grandmother and uncle who were killed by a militia. 

In his own words, Alex said:

"I had lost all hope. I was standing in the school yard one day with two hundred with two hundred and

fifty other orphans when brightly covered boxes were once orphans. I'll never forget it... Years later I

came to America and Canada with the choir and saw many sites, but nothing made me happier than

when I saw the OCC logo. Everywhere I went, there it was! The excitement and memory of the shoebox

was rekindled as it had been the seed that planted the Gospel message in my heart. I was able to travel

to Minneapolis to see the massive OCC program and learned about Jesus.  When I accepted Him as my

savior - I began to dig deeper - even at the age of nine to see how God's plan unfolds. I started to see

the terrible war through a different lens and I came to understand that is why He had spared me - to

believe in Him and live for Him the rest of my life, so that I could make a difference in others' lives." (This

story is from the book, "Operation Christmas Child- A story of a Simple Gift.")

One shoebox can make the difference. If nothing else, I would encourage you to pack one shoebox. Just

like with Alex's gift, each one box symbolizes what Operation Christmas Child calls a Gospel

Opportunity (GO) for 10 people. It is an opportunity for 10 people to hear the Gospel. The suggested

(optional) donation is now $10.

I hope you can join us on October 16th after church in the gym and pick up a shoebox to return to the

church by November 20th. 

Thanks!

In Christ, 

Mark Giardinelli

IN HIS OWN WORDS, ALEX SAID ... Mark Giardinelli



Originally from Chicago, I made my way to Houston many years ago to begin
teaching and escape the cold weather. Since the early 2000’s, my husband and I
have called many places home including Mobile, Lumberton, Qatar, and now
Boerne. I’ve been fortunate to teach in many different places, including
overseas, and have had the unique opportunity to teach alongside many
amazing educators. I hold a Bachelor's of Science in Education from Illinois
State University and a Master's in Educational Management with Principal
Certification from the University of Houston.

As our family began to grow, I took a break from the classroom and became a
stay-at-home mom. It was through working with my children in their earliest
years, that I fell in love with early childhood education. I have three children,
and we are always on the run. As my children got older, my heart began tugging
me back into the classroom and Messiah’s Kids became the perfect place.

Being the director of this exceptional school allows me to continue to build
relationships with our families. I am also privileged to lead this amazing group
of teachers to provide exceptional early learning opportunities to our
community. The best part is that we get to do all of this through the direct
ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church. Leading our families and students through
parenting and childhood with the grace of the Lord's love is an awesome
opportunity that we cherish every day at Messiah's Kids.  In my free time you will
find me loving on my sweek Cocker Spaniel, Molly.In my free time you will find
me loving on my sweet Cocker Spaniel, Molly.

MESSIAH'S KIDS PRESCHOOL Meet our Director

Gina Huskey

PRESCHOOL
PRAISE

Messiah’s Kids has been busy getting back into our learning routines. During the

month of September, our classes have been learning about what they look like in the

eyes of the Lord. "I am fearfully and wonderfully made." Psalm 139:14

On Thursday, September 15th we welcomed a gym full of special grandparents to

celebrate Grandparent’s Day. Grandchildren and grandparents enjoyed a donut and

were then escorted to class by their special visitors. 

Our friends and family are excited to celebrate the upcoming change of weather and

all the fun that is scheduled ahead. On Thursday, October 20th, we will be

celebrating our daddies at our Let’s Taco'bout Daddy breakfast. 

We are looking forward to partnering with the congregation for our Trunk or Treat
activities on Sunday, October 30. Please join us from 4:00-5:00 with a decorated

trunk to share in the festivities. 



Oct 13th - Ed Beauford

Oct 14th - Lynn Lang

Oct 15th - Carl Powell

Oct 18th -  Golden Bowen

Oct 19th -  Rebecca Rottman-Sagebiel

Oct 20th -  John Jones

Oct 21st -   Kaitlyn Koronczok

Oct 22nd - Heidi Yelverton

Oct 24th -  Sue Theis

Oct 25th -  Kelly Mitchell

Oct 1st -   Arti Dolt
Oct 1st -   Sytahn Beard

Oct 1st -   Sebastian Martinez
Oct 1st -   John Loren
Oct 2nd - Bill Dicke

Oct 4th -  Mario Betancourt
Oct 4th -  Hunter Behrens

Oct 6th -  Jean Schuchardt
Oct 7th -  Kathy Degner

Oct 9th -  John Barry
Oct 11th - Benton Leachman

Note:  Do you have a birthday or an

anniversary in October and did not see

it listed on the List?  If so - please let

me know so that I can add it into our

records so you will see it next time!

Happy Birthday to . . .

Oct 14th - Josh & Kylie Mycock - 5 years

Oct 26th - Roger & Lisa Ley - 31 years

Oct 26th - Mario & Eve Betanbcourt - 20 years

Oct 30th - Marc & Madeline Schwarz - 51 years

Happy Anniversary to . . . 

October 9th
Pastor Appreciation day!

October 10th
The Church office

will be closed

October 30th
We will be celebrating 

reformation Day
with special music

Vickie Lautner & Strings

 OCTOBER



JUST SO YOU KNOW . . . 
Messiah's 2022 Flower Chart . . .

The Flower Chart has been moved into the Office side of the Fellowship Room.  If you would like

to sign up for Altar Flowers for October, November or December - please email Maurine Maloy -

mmaloy@messiahboerne.org.  I will be happy to add you request to the calendar.

UPCOMING EVENTS . . .

The Holy Land:  "Come and See" - Walking the Path of Jesus

Interested in visiting the Holy Land - to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and visit the places He

taught, healed, and performed miracles? Pastor Doug Bielefeldt and his wife Nancy will be leading

a group tour of the Holy Land September 1-10, 2023. If you would like to join them in exploring the

land of Israel, please contact Pastor Doug at dougb1315@gmail.com for trip information and

registration. Reserve your spot today! 

God be with you,

Pastor Doug Bielefeldt

Messiah's Mailboxes  and Name Tags . . . 

Messiah's Mailboxes will be missed during this time of construction and worshiping in the Family

Life Center.  If you have a card that you would like to give to someone at Messiah please feel free to

get it to Maurine Maloy and she will make sure to forward it to the appropriate party.  

The missing name tags have been located and will be put out on Sunday mornings before

Worship.  Please let us know if your name tag is not among those found. 

Annual Longshot Men’s Retreat, October 14th - 16th at Camp Lone Star, La Grange, Texas,  Speakers:

Pastors Bill Yuhasz and Travis Hartjen of Known Legacy Ministries. Travis and Bill both share their desire

to see men and families come alive to their God given calling. Information and Registration at:

Longshotministries.org.

Walk to Emmaus - Women's Walk # 62 is scheduled for Thursday, November 17th thru Sunday,

November 20th 2022 at Camp Capers, Waring, Texas,  The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour experience

focused on the themes of God's grace, disciplines of Christian discipleship, and what it means to the

church.  The event is wrapped in prayer and meditation, special times of worship and daily celebration

of Communion.  The focus of Emmaus is  God, as known in Jesus Christ, and how that finds expression

in the local church.  The object of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equipe local church members

for Christian action in their homes, churches and our daily Walk with Jesus.  Anyone interested in

attending this Walk or Sponsor someone for this Walk can contact Maurine Maloy - email: 

 mmaloy@mac.com or cell:  (210) 748-4828.




