
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

 
January 8, 2023 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 

When Jesus was coming up out of the baptismal waters, the voice of the Father 
proclaimed Him as His Son, in whom He delighted. Those words would be repeated 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, but with this order to the disciples: “Listen to 
Him!” Those two events “framed” Jesus’ ministry of obedient service and His 
revelation of God’s great love even before His sacrifice on the cross. Seeing Him, 
we learn what it means to be “alive to God in Christ Jesus,” as Paul urges in the 
Epistle. We are also “framed”—considered God’s children through our Baptism. It 
is all grace, of course; we never achieve our Lord’s righteousness, but are given it 
as a gift. Today we listen again to the Gospel, respond with prayer and praise, and 
are given grace to tell our friends what Christ has done for us all. 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME and  PREPARATION  
 
HYMN: “Baptismal Waters Cover Me” (LSB - 616)  

Baptismal waters cover me   As I approach on bended knee; 
My Father’s mercy here I plead,  For grievous sins of thought and deed. 
 
I look to Christ upon the tree,  His body broken there for me; 
I lay before Him all my sin,   My darkest secrets from within. 
 
Lord, may Your wounded hand impart Your healing to my broken heart; 
Your love alone can form in me  A heart that serves You joyfully. 
 
From Your own mouth comes forth a word; Your shepherd speaks, but You are heard; 
Through him Your hand now stretches out, Forgiving sin, destroying doubt. 
 
Baptismal waters cover me;   Christ’s wounded hand has set me free. 
Held in my Father’s strong embrace,  With joy I praise Him for His grace. 
 

 

INVOCATION `       (please stand) 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: We were buried therefore with Christ by baptism into death, 
People: in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
Pastor: This is My beloved Son, 
People: with whom I am well pleased. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Isaiah wrote about God’s gracious Servant. It was a prophecy about Jesus, 
who, although He was righteous, exchanged places with us in Baptism and 
on to death. Let us confess our failures to reflect His obedient servanthood 
in our daily living.  The Father put His Spirit upon His Servant. 

People: We confess, good Lord, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. 
We have sought to live by our own strength and will. In our sinful 
condition, we cannot help ourselves. Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, 
our Brother. 

 
Pastor: Paul wrote, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? . . . For the death He died He died 
to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God for our Baptism into Christ! 
 

  WORD   
 

INTROIT 
 

Pastor: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights.  I will tell of the decree:  The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you, 

People: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of 
the earth your possession. 

 



Pastor: You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 
potter’s vessel.” 

People: Now therefore, O kings, be wise; Be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
 
Pastor: Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
People: Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
Pastor: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor: Let us pray.  Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River 
You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; 

 
Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen.              (please be seated) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 42:1-9 
(God delights in His Servant.) 

 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry 
aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in 

the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who 
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in 
it: 6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 
and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 
the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have 
come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of 
them.” 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING:  Romans 6:1-11 

(Buried and raised with Christ in Baptism, we walk in newness of life.) 
 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self[a] was 
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 
we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free[b] 
from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:13-17     (please stand) 
(The Father proclaims Jesus His beloved Son.) 

 
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus 
was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil? 
People: Yes, I renounce him. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce all his works? 
People: Yes, I renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce all his ways? 
People: Yes, I renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 
People: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
People: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into 

hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Father Welcomes” (LSB 605)   (please be seated) 
 

Refrain: Father welcomes all His children To His fam’ly through His Son. 
  Father giving His salvation,  Life forever has been won. 
  
Little children, come to Me,  For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give,  Mercy for your sin. Refrain 
 
In the water, in the Word,   In His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again. Refrain 
  
Let us daily die to sin;   Let us daily rise with Him, 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

 
 
MESSAGE:  “Humble Servants”      Matthew 3:13-17 
 
 
OFFERING          

[If you are a visitor this morning, you are our guest.  Please do not feel 
obligated to give as the offering plate is passed.  The offering is an opportunity 
for members to practice faithful stewardship and to support the ministries of 
Christ’s church. Also, a red booklet, the Friendship Register, will be passed 
down each row.  Please record your presence with us today.] 

 



OFFERING SONG: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (LSB 781 vv. 1-2)  
(Please sing as the offering is presented at the Altar) 

 
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 
INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      (please stand) 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs.  Lord in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Into your hands, O Father, we commend . . .  through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray . . .  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
 

  
BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus  Christ and the love God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

 
People: Amen.              (please be seated) 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (LSB 411)  
 
I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus.  
 
Refrain: In Him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both 

alike.  The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord 
Jesus. 

 
I want to see the brightness of God.  I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness shine on my path   And show me the way to the Father. 

[Refrain] 
 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ.  I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. [Refrain] 

 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
  

LSB HymnLicense.NET, #100010583.  Scripture quotations are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright @ 

2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Above used by permission.  All rights reserved. 



MESSIAH PRAYER REQUESTS . . . 
 
Prayers for those mourning the loss of loved ones: 

 Maurice Doublet’s family 

 

Prayers for continued healing: 

 Becca Kuhlmeier     Artie Dolt      Robert Saur     Ed Funk     Adrian Lozano 

 Karen Leitko’s friends Nathan and his mother Claudia 

 Judy Beauford recovery from car accident 

 Abbey Becker recovery from surgery 

 Chet Rose recovery from car accident 

 Laura Biles recovery from knee replacement 

 

Pray for all on our hearts who are ill, facing life’s challenges, traveling, and those who 

need to hear the gospel, our families and neighbors. 

  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S !  

WELCOME . . . Whoever you are . . . Wherever you have come from . . . we are so glad you are here!   
Your presence increases our joy as we praise our loving Savior together.  If you are visiting with us today, 
we’d love to get to know you!   Please don’t forget to sign your name and fill in your contact information in 
the red booklets on the inside aisle! 
 
JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS 

Jan 1  – Hal & Lindy Eschenko – celebrating the New Year 2023 
Jan 8  – Bill & Sharon Lorn – honoring Maurine Maloy and all the blessings she brings to our church  
   family 
Jan 15 – Larry & Pam Risley – in memory of daughter Amanda’s birthday 
    Kathlin Jauregui – in memory of Dick Jauregui 
Jan 22 – Russ & Margaret Leachman – in honor of Beth’s 14th birthday 
Jan 29 –  

 
We Believe, Teach and Confess 

Today we will begin Pastor’s Course for Adult Instruction in the Lutheran Christian Faith.  We welcome 
all who are considering joining Messiah as well as anyone seeking additional information on what we 
believe. 

 
Messiah Lutheran Church’s Website: 

www.messiahboerne.org - Our Messiah website is our front door, as people often visit the website before 
they venture into the church building. This is our opportunity to let others know who we are. It's also a 
place for members to stay informed of what is happening. Check out all the changes made to it in the past 
week.  As we continue to update our Messiah website, please send Laura Sanders anything you want to be 
added to it, and in the future, be sure to send her any photos of current Messiah activities.  Please email 
LSandersCoach@gmail.com  

 
Messiah’s Kids Preschool 

Messiah’s Kids is excited to start the new year as we welcome our children back on Monday, January 9!   
Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is right around the corner. Priority registration, which includes 
church members, is January 16-January 26. Community registration is scheduled for Tuesday, February 8 
at 8:00. We are always excited to share the amazing ministry that our families have grown to trust in the 
development of their early learners. If you know of anyone looking for information about Messiah’s Kids, 
please have them email me at messiahskidsboerne@outlook.com 

 
Sunday Lunch and Bible Study - Join us after services Sunday going out for lunch and returning at 2 PM 
for Bible Study in the FLC Fellowship Room. Jan 8 & 15 Book of Revelation conclusion chapters 19-22 led 
by Dennis Parker. 
 
Wacky Witnessing Olympics Planning Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 15 during the Sunday 
School hour. Contact Kathy Giardinelli at kagiardinelli@gmail.com or text at 210-334-8820  
 
Stephen Minister Monthly meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 11 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
PLEASE BE AWARE - We have been alerted that the Dietz Elkhorn entrance (closest to the mailbox) will 
be temporarily closed for water line placement Thu. Jan. 12th thru Mon. Jan. 16th next week. 



 
 
 
 
 
  

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
9401 Dietz Elkhorn 
Boerne, Texas 78015 

(830)755-4300 
www.messiahboerne.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Richard S. Lofgren, Pastor 

Gina Husky, Director of Messiah’s Kids Preschool 

David Rhoads, Facilities Manager 

Maurine Maloy, Administrative Assistant 
 

 

 Serving us Today – January 8, 2023 
 

Elders:  Mike Lang & Hal Eschenko 
Coffee:  Joyce & Janis Meier 
Breakfast:  Kathlin Jauregui 
Tellers:  Anthony Sansone 
Chancel Care:  Ed & Gracie Funk 
Message:  Pastor Richard Lofgren 
Kid’s Message: Pastor Richard Lofgren 
Musician:  Joyce Young 
AV:  Ernie & Marilyn Mazure 
Reader:  Pam Fields 
Ushers:  Tony Giardinelli – Allen Leitko – Anthony Sansone – David Theis 
Greeters:  Sue Theis 
 
 
 Serving us Next Week – January 15, 2023 

 

Elders:  Mike Lang & Hal Eschenko  
Coffee:  Marilyn Mazurek 
Breakfast:  Lindy Eschenko 
Tellers:  Anthony Sansone 
Chancel Care:  Ed & Gracie Funk 
Message:  Pastor Richard Lofgren 
Kid’s Message: Pastor Richard Lofgren 
Musician:  Vickie Lautner 
AV:  Ernie & Marilyn Mazurek 
Reader:  Sharon Sattler 
Ushers:  Tony Giardinelli – Allen Leitko – Anthony Sansone – David Theis 
Greeters:  Antony & Pam Sansone 
 
 
 

Our Response to God Last Week 
 

Worship Attendance:  57  Adult Bible Study & Sunday School:  19 


